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          (The following is not a verbatim transcript of comments or 

discussion that occurred during the meeting, but rather a summarization 

intended for general informational purposes.  All motions and votes are 

the official records). 
 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL MEETING – CITY COUNCIL 
 

 

 

-JUNE 25, 2020- 
 

 

  

 

 A Special meeting of the City Council was called held on Thursday, June 25, 

2020 via ZOOM. 

 

 The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by the Council President. 
          

Roll call showed the following members present:  Council Members Stycos, Hopkins, 

Vargas, Donegan, Brady, Paplauskas, Vice-President Favicchio and Council President 

Farina -8. 

 

            Also Present:  Daniel Parrillo, Director of Administration; John Psilopoulos, 

Deputy Director of Administration; David Igliozzi, Assistant City Solicitor. 
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*AMENDED 
       CALL OF SPECIAL MEETING 

      OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
              

In accordance with Section 3.07 of the Home Rule Charter and Section 2.04.060 

of the City Code, I hereby call a special meeting of the City Council to be held on 

Thursday, June 25, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. 

Virtual ZOOM 

 
Topic: Special Council Meeting 

Time: Jun 25, 2020 06:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/97443251569?pwd=SFNTVlJHcmF5Q201NndIUXpyTnkzdz09 

 

Meeting ID: 974 4325 1569 

Password: 681573 

One tap mobile 

+16465588656,,97443251569#,,1#,681573# US (New York) 

+13017158592,,97443251569#,,1#,681573# US (Germantown) 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

        888 788 0099 US Toll-free 

         

Meeting ID: 974 4325 1569 

Password: 681573 

Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/acODUxgicd 

 

 At which meeting the following matters will be heard and considered for final 

passage. 

 

 Ordinance 6-20-01S in Amendment of Title 8 of the Code of the City of 

Cranston, 2005, Entitled “Health and Safety” (Plastic Bag Reduction).  

Sponsored by Councilmember Hopkins.  As amended by Special Ordinance 

Committee 6/18/2020.  

 

 Resolution Proposing Amendment to Sec. 2.03 of the Cranston Home Rule 

Charter and Directing the Secretary of State to Place on the Referred to 

6/18/2020 Ordinance Committee Ballot the Following as a Referendum 

Question (Ward Redistricting).  Sponsored by Councilmembers Paplauskas 

and Hopkins.  

 

 Resolution Proposing Amendment to Sec. 2.09 of the Cranston Home Rule 

Charter and Directing the Secretary of State to Place on The Ballot the 

Following as a Referendum Question (City Campaign Contribution 

Reporting.  Sponsored by Councilmember Paplauskas.   

 

 

 

 

https://zoom.us/j/97443251569?pwd=SFNTVlJHcmF5Q201NndIUXpyTnkzdz09
https://zoom.us/u/acODUxgicd
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 Resolution Proposing Amendment to Sec. 3.07 of the Cranston Home Rule 

Charter and Directing the Secretary of State to Place on the Ballot the 

Following as a Referendum Question (City Council Meetings).  Sponsored by 

Councilmember Paplauskas.   

 

 Resolution Proposing Amendment to Sec. 6.10 of the Cranston Home Rule 

Charter and Directing the Secretary of State to Place on the Ballot the 

Following as a Referendum Question (Mayor’s Line Item Veto).  Sponsored 

by Councilmembers Paplauskas and Hopkins.   

 

 Resolution Proposing Amendment to Sec. 6.20 of the Cranston Home Rule 

Charter and Directing the Secretary of State to Place on the Ballot the 

Following as a Referendum Question (Rainy Day Fund).  Sponsored by 

Councilmembers Paplauskas and Hopkins.   

 

 Resolution Proposing Amendment to Sec. 6.21 of the Cranston Home Rule 

Charter and Directing the Secretary of State to Place on the Ballot the 

Following as a Referendum Question (Property Tax Levy Cap).  Sponsored 

by Councilmembers Paplauskas and Hopkins.  

 

Resolution Memorializing the Members of the General Assembly from Cranston to  

Introduce and Urge Passage of Legislation Authorizing *2 million in Bonds of the  

City and to Authorize a Referendum to be Held Thereon (Parks and Recreation).   

Sponsored by Council Five-President Favicchio, Councilmembers Hopkins and  

Paplauskas.   
 

Resolution memorializing the members of the General Assembly from Cranston to 

introduce and urge passage of legislation authorizing $5,000,000 in bonds of the City 

and to authorize a Referendum to be held thereon (Renewable Energy Systems and 

Energy Conservation Measures).  Sponsored by Council Vice-President Favicchio.   

 

Resolution memorializing the members of the General Assembly from Cranston to 

introduce and urge passage of legislation authorizing $2,000,000 in bonds of the City 

and to authorize a Referendum to be held thereon (Fire and Public Safety 

Equipment).  Sponsored by Council Vice-President Favicchio.   

 

Resolution memorializing the members of the General Assembly from Cranston to 

introduce and urge passage of legislation authorizing $10,000,000 in bonds of the 

City and to authorize a Referendum to be held thereon (Highway Roads and 

Equipment).  Sponsored by Council Vice-President Favicchio.   

 

Resolution memorializing the members of the General Assembly from Cranston to 

introduce and urge passage of legislation authorizing $1,000,000 in bonds of the City 

and to authorize a Referendum to be held thereon (Public Buildings).  Sponsored by 

Council Vice-President Favicchio.  

 

 

I hereby request the City Clerk to notify all Council members of the Call of the 

special meeting. 

 

Executed at Cranston, Rhode Island, this __22
nd

 __day of June, 2020  

 

 

       ___________________________________  

       /s/ Michael J Farina, Council President 
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CERTIFICATION 

 

 
  I hereby certify that a true copy of the attached Notice of a Special meeting of the 

City Council to be held on, Thursday, June 25, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. in the Council 

Chambers, 869 Park Ave., Cranston, R.I. was delivered via electronic mail on the __22
nd

      

day of June, 2020 to the addresses listed below. 

 

 

 

Council President Michael J Farina          Council Vice-President Michael W. Favicchio 

dukefarina@cs.com            mike@favilaw.com 

 

 

Councilman Steven A. Stycos          Councilman Kenneth J. Hopkins 

Sstycos26@gmail.com           Khopkins7878@gmail.com 

 

 

Councilman Edward J. Brady           Councilman Paul J. McAuley 

Brady4cranston@gmail.com           PJMCAULEY@yahoo.com 

 

 

Councilman Christopher Paplauskas          Councilwoman Lammis Vargas 

chrispaplauskas@gmail.com           Lammis.vargas@gmail.com 

            

 

Councilman John Donegan    

JohnDoneganForCranston@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

        __________________________________ 

        /s/ Rosalba Zanni, Assistant City Clerk  
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mailto:mike@favilaw.com
mailto:Sstycos26@gmail.com
mailto:Khopkins7878@gmail.com
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ORDINANCE 6-20-01S IN AMENDMENT OF TITLE 8 OF THE CODE OF THE 

CITY OF CRANSTON, 2005, ENTITLED ‘HEALTH AND SAFETY” (Plastic Bag 

Reduction) 

 

 On motion by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Councilmember Hopkins, it 

was voted to adopt the above Ordinance. 

Under Discussion: 

 Councilmember Hopkins stated that businesses are just starting to open up and 

we should not be putting more burden on them. 

 

 Councilmember Donegan stated that he will in opposition to this Ordinance 

because he thinks that COVID or not, this extension could have been avoided with 

outreach from the Administration to the businesses beforehand.  He indicated that it has 

been fifteen months since this Ordinance was passed. 

 

 Councilmember Stycos asked Councilmember Hopkins it he would consider a 

shorter extension time rather than a year.  Councilmember Hopkins stated that we have a 

lot of people that have not reopened yet.  Councilmember Stycos asked Councilmember 

Hopkins if he would consider six months’ extension and then the situation could be re-

evaluated at that time.  Councilmember Hopkins stated that he would be open to 

discussion on this and has no problem with six months’ extension and a review at that 

time. 

 

 On motion by Councilmember Stycos, seconded by Councilmember Brady, it was 

voted to amend this Ordinance to six months’ extension and a review at that time. 

Under Discussion: 

 Councilmember Paplauskas suggested keeping the date as is with no fines for a 

year and six months it would go into effect. 

 

 Councilmember Hopkins stated that he would support that. 

 

 Council President Farina questioned if this would have to be re-advertised again 

with that amendment.  Solicitor stated that he would recommend continuing this 

Ordinance to the July 2
nd

 Special Council meeting. 

 

 On motion by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Councilmember Hopkins, it 

was voted to amend the above Ordinance changing the enforcement date to January 1, 

2021 and enforcement delayed to July 1, 2021.  Motion passed on a vote of 7-1.  The 

following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmembers Stycos, Hopkins, Donegan, 

Brady, Paplauskas, Council Vice-President Favicchio and Council President Farina -7.  

The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilmember Vargas -1. 

 

 On motion by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Councilmember Hopkins, it 

was voted to refer this Ordinance to the July 2
nd

 Special City Council meeting.  Motion 

passed on a vote of 8-0.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmembers 

Stycos, Hopkins, Vargas, Donegan, Brady, Paplauskas, Council Vice-President Favicchio 

and Council President Farina -8. 
 

RESOLUTION PROPOSING AMENDMENT TO SEC. 2.03 OF THE CRANSTON 

HOME RULE CHARTER AND DIRECTING THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO 

PLACE ON THE BALLOT THE FOLLOWING AS A REFERENDUM 

QUESTION (Ward Redistricting) 

 

On motion by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Councilmember Hopkins, the  

above Resolution was adopted on a vote of 8-0.  The following being recorded as voting 

“aye”:  Councilmembers Stycos, Hopkins, Vargas, Donegan, Brady, Paplauskas, Council 

Vice-President Favicchio and Council President Farina -8. 
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RESOLUTION PROPOSING AMENDMENT TO SEC. 2.09 OF THE CRANSTON 

HOME RULE CHARTER AND DIRECTING THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO 

PLACE ON THE BALLOT THE FOLLOWING AS A REFERENDUM 

QUESTION (City Campaign Contribution Reporting) 

 

On motion by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Councilmember Hopkins, the  

above Resolution was adopted on a vote of 8-0.  The following being recorded as voting 

“aye”:  Councilmembers Stycos, Hopkins, Vargas, Donegan, Brady, Paplauskas, Council 

Vice-President Favicchio and Council President Farina -8. 

 

RESOLUTION PROPOSING AMENDMENT TO SEC. 3.07 OF THE CRANSTON 

HOME RULE CHARTER AND DIRECTING THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO 

PLACE ON THE BALLOT THE FOLLOWING AS A REFERENDUM 

QUESTION (City Council Meetings) 

 

On motion by Council Vice-President Favicchio, seconded by Councilmember  

Brady, the above Resolution was adopted on a vote of 8-0.  The following being recorded 

as voting “aye”:  Councilmembers Stycos, Hopkins, Vargas, Donegan, Brady, 

Paplauskas, Council Vice-President Favicchio and Council President Farina -8. 

 

RESOLUTION PROPOSING AMENDMENT TO SEC. 6.10 OF THE CRANSTON 

HOME RULE CHARTER AND DIRECTING THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO 

PLACE ON THE BALLOT THE FOLLOWING AS A REFERENDUM 

QUESTION (Mayor’s Line Item Veto) 

 

On motion by Council Vice-President Favicchio, seconded by Councilmember  

Brady, the above Resolution was adopted on a vote of 8-0.  The following being recorded 

as voting “aye”:  Councilmembers Stycos, Hopkins, Vargas, Donegan, Brady, 

Paplauskas, Council Vice-President Favicchio and Council President Farina -8. 

 

RESOLUTION PROPOSING AMENDMENT TO SEC. 6.20 OF THE CRANSTON 

HOME RULE CHARTER AND DIRECTING THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO 

PLACE ON THE BALLOT THE FOLLOWING AS A REFERENDUM 

QUESTION (Rainy Day Fund) 

 

On motion by Council Vice-President Favicchio, seconded by Councilmember  

Brady, the above Resolution was adopted on a vote of 7-1.  The following being recorded 

as voting “aye”:  Councilmembers Stycos, Hopkins, Vargas, Brady, Paplauskas, Council 

Vice-President Favicchio and Council President Farina -7.  The following being recorded 

as voting “nay”:  Councilmember Donegan -1. 

 

RESOLUTION PROPOSING AMENDMENT TO SEC. 6.21 OF THE CRANSTON 

HOME RULE CHARTER AND DIRECTING THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO 

PLACE ON THE BALLOT THE FOLLOWING AS A REFERENDUM 

QUESTION (Property Tax Levy Cap) 

 

 On motion by Councilmember Hopkins, seconded by Councilmember Brady, it 

was voted to adopt the above Resolution. 

 

 Councilmember Stycos motioned to amend the above Resolution as follows:  

lines #26 and 27, delete “at least four fifths of”.  Council President Farina seconded the 

motion for discussion purposes. 

Under Discussion: 

 Councilmember Stycos stated that the language in this Resolution gives huge 

power to two members of the City Council. 
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 Steve Frias, Chair of Charter Review Commission, appeared to speak and stated 

that this language mirrors State Law. 

 

 Solicitor stated that you would have to add “a majority of the City Council” if 

you take out “fourth fifths”. 

 

 On motion by Councilmember Stycos, seconded by Council President Farina, it 

was voted to amend the above Resolution as follows:  lines #26 and 27, delete “at least 

four fifths of” and after “the”, add “majority of the”.  Motion passed on a vote of 5-3.  

The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmembers Stycos, Vargas, 

Donegan, Council Vice-President Favicchio and Council President Farina -5.  The 

following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilmembers Hopkins, Brady and 

Paplauskas -3. 

 

Roll call was taken on motion to adopt the above Resolution as amended and motion 

passed on a vote of 6-2.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmembers 

Stycos, Vargas, Brady, Paplauskas, Council Vice-President Favicchio and Council 

President Farina -6.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilmembers 

Hopkins and Donegan -2. 

 

RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL  

ASSEMBLY FROM CRANSTON TO INTRODUCE AND URGE PASSAGE OF 

LEGISLATION AUTHORIZING $2MILLION IN BONDS OF THE CITY AND 

TO AUTHORIZE A REFERENDUM TO BE HELD THEREON (Parks and 

Recreation) 

 

On motion by Councilmember Hopkins, seconded by Council Vice-President  

Favicchio, the above Resolution was adopted on a vote of 8-0.  The following being 

recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmembers Stycos, Hopkins, Vargas, Donegan, Brady, 

Paplauskas, Council Vice-President Favicchio and Council President Farina -8. 

 

RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY FROM CRANSTON TO INTRODUCE AND URGE PASSAGE OF 

LEGISLATION AUTHORIZING $5,000,000 IN BONDS OF THE CITY AND TO 

AUTHORIZE A REFERENDUM TO BE HELD THEREON (Renewable Energy 

Systems and Energy Conservation Measures) 

 

On motion by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Councilmember Paplauskas, 

the above Resolution was referred to the July 2, 2020 Special City Council meeting.  

Motion passed on a vote of 8-0.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  

Councilmembers Stycos, Hopkins, Vargas, Donegan, Brady, Paplauskas, Council Vice-

President Favicchio and Council President Farina -8. 

 

RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY FROM CRANSTON TO INTRODUCE AND URGE PASSAGE OF 

LEGISLATION AUTHORIZING $2,000,000 IN BONDS OF THE CITY AND TO 

AUTHORIZE A REFERENDUM TO BE HELD THEREON (Fire and Public 

Safety Equipment) 

 

On motion by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Council Vice-President  

Favicchio, the above Resolution was adopted on a vote of 8-0.  The following being 

recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmembers Stycos, Hopkins, Vargas, Donegan, Brady, 

Paplauskas, Council Vice-President Favicchio and Council President Farina -8. 
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RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY FROM CRANSTON TO INTRODUCE AND URGE PASSAGE OF 

LEGISLATION AUTHORIZING $10,000,000 IN BONDS OF THE CITY AND TO 

AUTHORIZE A REFERENDUM TO BE HELD THEREON (Highway Roads and 

Equipment) 

 

On motion by Councilmember Hopkins, seconded by Councilmember  

Vargas, the above Resolution was adopted on a vote of 8-0.  The following being 

recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilmembers Stycos, Hopkins, Vargas, Donegan, Brady, 

Paplauskas, Council Vice-President Favicchio and Council President Farina -8. 

 

 

RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY FROM CRANSTON TO INTRODUCE AND URGE PASSAGE OF 

LEGISLATION AUTHORIZING $1,000,000 IN BONDS OF THE CITY AND TO 

AUTHORIZE A REFERENDUM TO BE HELD THEREON (Public Buildings) 

 

On motion by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Councilmember Hopkins, the  

above Resolution was adopted on a vote of 8-0.  The following being recorded as voting 

“aye”:  Councilmembers Stycos, Hopkins, Vargas, Donegan, Brady, Paplauskas, Council 

Vice-President Favicchio and Council President Farina -8. 
 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:30 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

      /s/ Leanne Zarrella, JD 

      City Clerk 

 

 

 

/s/ Rosalba Zanni 

Assistant City Clerk/Clerk of Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(See Stenographic Notes of Heather Finger, Stenotypist). 


